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MEMBER HANDBOOK

The Mission of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

We are called, Gathered, and Sent as disciples of Jesus into the World. Together, we grow to know and become like Jesus using our hearts, hands, and gifts to share the Gospel and serve God and all peoples.
The Vision of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

We exist to CARE!
Some frequently asked questions by prospective members:
I am already a Lutheran. Do I have to take the New Member Class?

Yes, the New Member Class is an opportunity for you to start becoming a part of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, to meet other people in the class, meet our staff, and learn of the many ministries Good Shepherd has to offer, and to discover ways that your God-given gifts and interests can help others. 
(Note: If you are already a Lutheran transferring from another Evangelical Lutheran Church in America congregation, you only need to complete the official paperwork to have your membership transferred.)

What if I am of another denomination?

Lutherans recognize and accept the rites of Baptism and Confirmation, and marriages performed in all Christian churches. We hope and pray that as you participate in the New Member class, you will discover the similarities between Lutheranism and your background. This is one way we realize the unity in Christ we confess together. We also pray that you will come to appreciate the distinctively Lutheran aspects of our Christ-centered theology and tradition.
How do I change churches?

Everyone needs to fill out a Membership Form here at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. If you are coming to us from another congregation, we will mail a Transfer Certificate to your home congregation once we have this information. In this way, your former congregation will know that you have changed membership. If you are already a member of an Evangelical Lutheran Church in America congregation, your home congregation will transfer to us all your vital records (birth date, Baptism, Confirmation, etc.). If you are not transferring from an ELCA congregation, we may not be able to get that information, so please fill in all of the dates as best as you can.
I don’t have any other church membership and don’t know much about Christianity. Is this a problem?

NO! NOT AT ALL! We welcome you, and we are glad that Good Shepherd can play a part in your life of faith. Perhaps you have already seen a little bit of what being a Christian is about through your experiences at Good Shepherd. The New Member Class will be a chance for you to start learning more about the Christian faith. If you have not been baptized, the sessions will provide the instruction you need, and you will actually join the Good Shepherd family through Baptism. We will meet with you (and your family) to discuss your Baptism and answer other questions you may have. We encourage you to consider being baptized at the time of the New Member reception.
Purpose of the Prospective Member Class and Orientation

To prepare for membership in and among the ministry of Good Shepherd’s congregational life by: 
Informing prospective members of the history, ministries, and structure of congregation; providing opportunities to meet committee and council personnel and staff of Good Shepherd, and providing times to begin enjoying fellowship with other members and newcomers.

To help those from a variety of church experiences, backgrounds, and walks of life--Lutherans; members of another denomination; or people with little or no church background by: 

Introducing them to basic understandings of the Christian church, learn ways the local congregation supports members and how the congregation ministers in the world. 


Gain an understanding of what is expected of them as new members.


Recall the Gospel message as proclaimed in the Bible by exploring the meaning of the two Sacraments, the Creeds, and God’s promises. And learn how to grow in faith through prayer, Bible study, worship, and conversation with God. Create a desire to discover and use their God-given gifts (both money and talents) to reach out to care, serve, and love others.


To help you begin or continue exploring what it means to know Jesus Christ, live in fellowship with his Church, and grow in service to others.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Good Shepherd uses the Come and Grow with Us curriculum for the New Member Class. The class can be completed in either three or six sessions.

At the back of this booklet, you will find additional information about the Lutheran faith and our church. You will be provided with a Bible and a copy of Luther’s Small Catechism which gives a good explanation and understanding of the Ten Commandments, the Creeds, and the Sacraments from a Lutheran perspective. The Lutheran church is named after Martin Luther who lived in the 16th century. He had been a Roman Catholic monk who tried to reform the Church.

THE CREEDS OF THE CHURCH

Creeds grew out of the life of the Church. As the Church was confronted by other systems of belief, plus divided by differing opinions among Christians, the Church’s leaders drew up statements to clarify the faith held by the majority. A creed is an authoritative statement of the main points of Christian belief. When we recite a creed, we are confessing what we believe. An “ecumenical” creed is one that is confessed by all Christians. The Apostle’s and Nicene Creeds are organized into three sections; each dealing with a person of the Trinity...
St. Patrick explained the Trinity [image: image4.png]



Using a shamrock. Think about how this is a good symbol.

Read Psalm 104:24-31 and Romans 5:17-19. As you do so, reflect also on the words of forgiveness that follow confession of sin. “In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his sake, God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.”

THE SOURCES OF AUTHORITY IN THE LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Lutheran Confessional Writings in The Book of Concord

The Three Great Ecumenical Creeds

The Apostles’, Nicene, and Athanasian Creeds

THE HOLY BIBLE
THE TRINITY OR TRIUNE GOD

The basic understanding about God is that God is an eternal Person, a spiritual being with a will that finds purposeful expression in acts of creation. We believe that God is almighty (omnipotent), all-knowing (omniscient), present everywhere (omnipresent), eternal, holy, just, faithful, merciful, and gracious. Most important for us, “God is love” (1 John 4:8). God is neither young nor old, male nor female. God is made known to us in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We do not believe in three gods, but in one God.

TRI (3) + UNITY (1) >> The Trinity or Triune God

THE FALL

Read Genesis 2:15-17 and 3:1-7: How did we arrive to the situation in the world today from the way things were in the beginning?

ORIGINAL SIN

Christians define sin as a break in our relationship with God; separated from God’s saving presence. The account of Adam and Eve shows how this break occurs, and what it means to be separated from God. The man and woman in Genesis, Adam and Eve, represent all people. In the Hebrew language, the word for “human” is A-dam. The Genesis account, therefore, tells the story of the whole human race. So, because Adam and Eve sinned, we also have sinned. But why are we held responsible for their sin? It is because sin is more that a specific act or a series of wrong acts. It is a condition of life. Adam and Eve’s sinfulness is an illustration of the sinfulness of everyone’s human nature. The result is as the Apostle Paul described in Romans 3:23, “Everyone has sinned and is far away from God’s saving presence.”
Christians call this power of sin present in our human nature ORIGINAL SIN. From the moment of our conception, we are about to sin. Due to our sinful condition, we will commit sinful actions. If we were placed in Adam or Eve’s place, each of us would have also rebelled against God’s command and have fallen into the temptation desire to be like gods ourselves. Original sin also means that, even if God were to come in person to save us, each of us would want to crucify him.
GOD’S GRACE AND LOVE

Adam and Eve’s sin became an occasion for God’s grace and love to be revealed. Instead of destroying them, God promised that he will set things straight one day (Genesis 3:15). Thus begins an ongoing history of God’s saving actions towards humanity.

In our Green hymnal, The Lutheran Book of Worship, there is a Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness. Read and reflect on it. Ask yourself, “How does this help you understand original sin and distinction between “sin” and “sins”?

Read Hebrews chapters 8 and 9 for a better understanding about the Old and New Covenants.

(Greek and Latin Symbols)

THE HISTORY OF SALVATION: GOD’S COVENANTS (or testaments)

A covenant is a divine promise which establishes God’s relationship with us humans and which is accompanied by a sign. Throughout history, God has made covenants with humans in order to restore the relationships which were broken by our sin.

Examples in the Bible

Noah

Genesis 9:11-15
God’s promise__________
Sign___________

Abraham
Genesis 12:1-3
God’s promise__________
Sign___________

Moses and Israel


Exodus 20:2-17
God’s promise_________
__
Sign_____________
King David
2 Samuel 7:12-16
God’s Promise_______________

God’s Promise of a new covenant
Jeremiah 31:31-34


What happened to the old covenant?
What will the new covenant be like?

Why will this new covenant not be broken by the people?

The New Covenant—Matthew 26:26-28

Sin destroyed our relationship with God and set humanity under the power of sin and death. Throughout history, God has been at work restoring our relationship with God, setting us free from the power of death, and giving us life.
THE NAMES OF JESUS

There are ______ names for Jesus in the Bible. The following is a synopsis of a few of them.

Jesus: means “God saves”; same as Joshua (Yeshua) in Hebrew

Messiah (Hebrew)= Christ (Greek) meaning “anointed”; mainly a royal designation (see Psalm 2)

Immanuel: means “God with us”; see Matthew 1:23

The Word of God: see John 1:1-18

Son of God: could be used to describe someone’s relationship to God (especially a king), but with Jesus it was mostly used to speak about his divine nature.

Son of Man: an indirect way of referring to one’s self or to someone’s human-ness

Servant: see Philippians 2:5-11

Suffering Servant: see Isaiah 52:13-53:12

Jesus was both divine and human. He born as a human child, knew human suffering, and died for our sins. Jesus rose from the dead, and in doing so, removed death’s power over us. We still live in this world where sin and death do exist. For now, though, we live in hope, knowing that when Jesus returns at the end of time, the living and dead in Christ will live in God’s pure love forever.

As Christians, we believe that our lives are in some way experienced as being “in Christ”. This means that we are free, not only from the power of death, but also from the power of all other things that this world tries to impose upon us.

THE HOLY SPIRIT AT WORK

How do we see the Holy Spirit at work?

The Bible: The Word of God


Read the following Bible passages:

John1:1, 14 –Who is this Word of God? _________________

2 Timothy 3:16, 17—All Scripture is_____________ by God.

1 Peter 1:23—You have been born anew…through the _____ and _____ Word of God.

LAW AND GOSPEL

Law: The Law means the order God intends in creation, the specific commands of God (including the 10 Commandments), and the justice and judgment of God which exposes our sin.

Gospel: The Gospel is the power of God for salvation of all who believe. It is the Good News of God’s love for us expressed in God’s saving actions throughout history and revealed in the person and work of Jesus Christ. This Gospel is an actively living and life-changing Word to us. Read 1 Corinthians 1:17-18; 15:1-7; John 3:16

FAITH

Read Ephesians 2:8-10 and James 2:17-19.
SANCTIFICATION AND JUSTIFICATION

To sanctify means to make someone holy, and take them completely away from sin and therefore becoming a new person (creation) in Christ. To justify means to make someone holy completely.

THE CHURCH

The church is defined in three distinct ways:


The visible church—every place where Christians gather to hear God’s Word and Worship God


The invisible church is made up of all those who are saved by God’s grace


The body of Christ—read Romans 12:4-8 and 1 Corinthians 12

The Lutheran Church can be defined as:


Confessional—acknowledging Jesus as Lord, and adhering to the Creeds


Ecumenical- we understand ourselves in unity with all Christians

STEWARDSHIP

1 Peter 4:10-11 says, “God has given gifts to each of you from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Manage them well so that God’s generosity can flow through you. Are you called to be a speaker? Then speak as though God himself were speaking through you. Are you called to help others? Do it with all the strength and energy that God supplies. Then God will be given glory in everything through Jesus Christ. All glory and power belong to him forever and ever. Amen.”
STEWARDSHIP is not just about [image: image2.wmf]and [image: image3.wmf]. It is about WHO WE ARE!
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). The ELCA is the fifth largest Christian Church body in the United States having more than 4.4 million members in over 10,000 congregations. Other Lutheran denominations in the Unites States are the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, and Lutheran Church Wisconsin Synod.
Here is a breakdown of the offerings you give to Good Shepherd:

Good Shepherd ministries in the congregation and community

ELCA to support churchwide and national programs

Mission and relief done by Lutheran World Relief and ELCA Hunger Appeal

Read Romans 12:1-8 and underline every positive attribute the Apostle Paul encourages us to have and circle or highlight every gift he mentions.

Now ask yourself these questions:

1. What part of the body of Christ do your gifts and talants fit into?

2. The Apostle Paul lists a number of gifts in this passage. What are the gifts you have and are exercising right now? Name gifts that God has given you that you would add to the list in the Romans passage?
HELPING GOOD SHEPHERD AND THE WORLD: STEWARDSHIP


God makes it happen through you!

When most people hear the word “Stewardship”, they immediately think of it as an old-fashioned word churches use in a sneaky way to make people give money or talk about how much money someone gives. This negative connotation needs to be erased! God has indeed called us to be stewards of all he gives us. Stewardship truly involves more than money. Stewardship is about our “being”.  It is NOT about how much we have, but how we use all that God gives us: our faith, time, talents, gifts, relationshps with family and friends, health, possessions, creation, and the good news of God’s love. To be a good steward means to act responsibly and wisely so God may be glorified and others may be helped. Practicing good stewardship is NOT something we practice out of guilt or obligation. We practice it out of thankful response to God who gives us all we need and desire.

Your Financial Support
From the very beginning of the Christian church’s history, faithful people have used their money to help others. Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-12 where Paul  describes an offering gathered from congregations he started for people suffering in Palestine.

A tithe (10%) of our time, money, gifts, talents, and resources is commanded by God. Tithing is giving God the firstfruits of what he blesses us to have. Read Deuteronomy 14:22-26 to receive some background on tithing. According to the last verse, why are people to tithe? When we tithe, we are being mindful that we need to trust God for our support. God IS our resource!

CONSIDER THIS…

What is the most important thing a church can do and pray for? How has the church been most important to you?

How did you come to be involved with Good Shepherd Lutheran Church?

Name some things you love about Good Shepherd? What hopes do you have in becoming a member?

List some ways you can be a good steward:


Of your time


Of your body and mind


Of your talents and gifts


Of your money and possessions


At Home


At Work


At Church

NOW AND ALWAYS…
Here at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, we are dedicated to help you become a stronger Christian. Read Good Shepherd’s Mission and Vision statements and prayerfully make some short and long term goals of how you will 1) share God’s love with someone, 2) come to know Jesus as your Lord and Savior more fully, 3) live in fellowship with Christ’s church, and 4) grow in faith and loving service.

OUR LUTHERAN LITURGICAL HERITAGE

Liturgy means “work of the people”, and refers to the church’s actions when they gather together to worship God. The Lutheran church’s liturgical background distinguishes and unites us with other Christians. Part of being liturgical is observing the cycles of the Church year and use of the Common Lectionary. Our worship services also have many liturgical elements that have been part of Christian worship since earliest times.

Invocation: Our worship service beings “ in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit”. The pastor makes the sign of the cross. In doing so, we are reminded of our Baptism when these words were spoken to us, and the cross of Christ was marked upon our foreheads.

Confession and Forgiveness: we are assured that God does forgive us even as he calls us to grow in our Christian faith and life.

Apostolic Greeting: is an ancient Christian greeting from 2 Corinthians 13:13.

Kyrie: means “Lord”. We ask the Lord to have mercy on us just as people asked Jesus to show them mercy (Matthew 15:22, 17:15, 20:30)

Hymns of Praise: joining with those who sang the psalms of ancient Israel, the angels, and the hosts of heaven which sings endless praises to God.
Offratory: recalling the words King David spoke in Psalm 51:10-12.

Benediction/Blessing: joins us with the blessing of Israel recorded in Numbers 6: 24-26 as well as with the blessing of our risen Lord Jesus.

With these and many other aspects of our worship services, we stand in unity with God’s people and the whole heavenly hosts who seek to praise, thank, worship, and pray to our wonderful God.

MINISTRIES AT GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH

	QUILT GROUP

	Good Shepherd Lutheran Church women meet every other month for an afternoon of quilting and fellowship.  Quilt squares are cut, sewed into quilts, and tied.  The finished quilts are presented to Lutheran World Relief, Wichita Children’s Home, homeless shelters and other needy organizations in Wichita. The quilts are made entirely out of donated materials and thread.

	

	TINY BLESSINGS
 

One of God's many blessings is the birth of a child.  Each tiny new member to our church family receives a hand knit baby sweater, bonnet, and a quilt as a welcome gift.  To receive a welcome gift, please call the church office. 

	MEN’S FELLOWSHIP

	Join "GSLC Men's Fellowship to SERVE!

Come to the meeting for FELLOWSHIP!"

The men's group has been active for much of Good Shepherd's 50+ years of history. The men's group meets on the 3rd Saturday of each month in the Church Fellowship Hall.  The meeting begins with breakfast at 8:30am and adjourns approximately 10:00a.m., unless a project is scheduled that day.  During the meeting, devotion is read and discussed; any old or new business is reviewed, including any planning for future events.  Service activities including delivering flowers to hospitalized family members, visitations to long-term shut-ins and members in nursing homes, cooking/serving food at Church activities and more.

Membership is open to all men of the Church.

	WOMEN OF GOOD SHEPHERD
The women of Good Shepherd meet the 2nd Saturday of each month for Bible study, fellowship, and planning for church events.  Service activities include confirmation Sunday, visitations to members, and the annual bake and craft sale.
PRAYER CHAIN

	Good Shepherd Lutheran Church has a prayer chain for those in need of immediate prayers such as a death, surgery, accident, hospitalization, etc.  Members may call the church office, Pastor Kemp, Lorraine Delzer, or Art Keller; the leaders of the prayer chain. Indicate the person who you wished to have prayer for, the relationship to you, and the reason for the prayer request.  They will be added to the prayer chair for a period of 30 days.


	PRAYER SHAWL

	Prayer shawls are a symbol of the love and prayers of the congregation to those who need a healing touch and an ever present reminder of God’s love.   A dedicated, group meet every other week to spend time in fellowship sharing their time and talents knitting or crocheting shawls for those in need of this physical sign of God’s love.  The shawls are given to those dealing with a health problem, personal crisis or any other need that is presented to the group.  Included with the shawl is a prayer and care instructions.  The shawls are made of donated/contributed materials and hours of prayerful knitting or crocheting.

 

To receive a prayer shawl, contact the church office or Pastor Kemp.


SUNDAY SCHOOL
Each week, we offer Sunday school for grades pre-school through adult. Lessons are geared to each age group, and include a wide variety of subjects such as prayer, evangelism, mission, discipleship, pop culture, and current events.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Together with other area churches, we offer a variety of fun-filled events for youth of all ages. These include lock-ins, educational field trips, service projects, movie nights, bowling, and more. Working together, we help youth explore and live by their faith in God each day as they grow toward adulthood.

FAMILY MINISTRIES

It is always nice to have a fun-filled family night. Similar to youth-centered events, we encourage and offer a variety of activities for the whole family such as game and sports nights, visits to local attractions, or just “hang out” and have fun together. Other Ministries at Good Shepherd include Seniors Group, Men’s Fellowship, Women of Good Shepherd, Prayer Shawl, Tiny Blessings, and Prayer Chain. Every third Sunday of the month, we have a potluck meal which is an excellent way to fellowship and meet new people. Good Shepherd is known for its excellent cooks and bakers.
MUSIC
Make a joyful noise unto the Lord. Our choir practices weekly on Wednesdays. Middle school, high school, and adults are welcome. If you love to sing, come on down! New singers welcome.
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Ministry Covenant
The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church family seeks to shine the light of Jesus Christ into the world with the help and guidance of God through Jesus Christ, and by the power of the Holy Spirit as our covenantal anchor! With joy, we boldly affirm and proclaim God’s Gospel of love, forgiveness, justice, reconciliation, and community. As a trusting and collaborative team and by God’s grace, we will continually seek to discover experience, discern, and fulfill God’s purpose, vision, and mission for our lives, Good Shepherd, and the whole body of Christ. We will try to imitate the Godhead, three in one, who creates and blesses (God the Father), redeems and restores (God the Son), encircles and empowers (God the Holy Spirit), and who unites and loves!

Ephesians 4:1-3 “As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.”
Colossians 3:12-14 “Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.” 
Ephesians 5:1-2 “Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”
We the council and staff of Good Shepherd, desiring to be faithful to Jesus Christ in our relationship with each other, and model love and unity as demonstrated by the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bind ourselves to this covenant by doing the following:

Seek to appreciate and live out our God-given blessings.

Intentionally encourage and bless one another.

Discover and draw out each other’s God-given gifts and talents.

Help each other in our weaknesses and not embellish them.

Put an emphasis of grace toward ourselves and one another.

Speak well of council and staff members to others.

Forgive ourselves and one another.

Work through problems rather than bury issues.

Disagree openly and avoid triangulation.

Be willing to help resolve problems instead of complaining about them.

View all ministries as being important.

Have both a sense of humor and a sense of seriousness.

Be willing to be molded and changed like the potter and the clay.

Communicate to each other and to the congregation.

Make intentional time for fellowship, worship, and prayer both personally and corporately.

Respect, honor, and trust each other.

Smile, be joyful, and share the Good News of Jesus!
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